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(3) Where the taller part of the building is further from the lot line, required yards 

and setbacks shall be (H
1
 + L

2
)/6 for the portion of the building further from 

the lot line; and (H
2
 + L

1
)/6 for the portion of the building nearer the lot line, 

where: 

  H
1
 = the height of the taller part of the building; 

  H
2
 = the height the lower part of the building; 

  L
1
 = the length of the lower part of the building; and 

  L
2
 = the length of the entire building. 

Where the formula 10 + (L/10) applies, the required yards and setbacks shall 

be 10 + (L
1
/10) for the portion of the building nearer the lot line; and 10 + 

(L
2
/10) for the portion of the building further from the lot line, with L

1
 and L

2
 

defined as above. 

 Yards or Setbacks for Lots Adjoining a Street or Public Open Space 5.3.16.

In cases subject to Section 3.4, Environmental Design Review, the Arlington Redevelopment 

Board in evaluating the proposal may grant a special permit to adjust the required setbacks 

set forth elsewhere in this Bylaw to account for specific conditions unique to the proposal. 

 Upper-Story Building Step Backs 5.3.17.

For buildings more than three stories in height, an additional 7.5-foot step-back (upper story 

building setback) shall be provided beginning at the third story level or 30 feet above grade, 

whichever is less. The upper story step-back shall be provided along all building elevations 

with street frontage, excluding alleys. 

 Balconies and Roof as Portion of Usable Open Space 5.3.18.

The Board of Appeals or Arlington Redevelopment Board, as applicable, may grant a special 

permit that private balconies with a least dimension of six feet and open space on a roof not 

more than 10 feet above the level of the lowest story used for dwelling purposes may be 

counted up to 50% of the usable open space requirement. The proponent’s application shall 

include drawings which depict surface materials, planting areas, fences, railings, benches, 

access, and other similar items. 

 Reduced Height Buffer Area 5.3.19.

A. When two different maximum height limits are specified for the same zoning district 

in any Table of Dimensional and Density Regulations in this Section 5, the lower 

limit shall apply to any lot or part of a lot located in a height buffer area unless it is 

determined as a specific finding of a special permit that the properties in the adjacent 

R0, R1, R2, or OS district would not be adversely affected due to existing use or 

topographic condition. A height buffer area is defined as a lot or part of a lot which is 

located at a lesser distance from any land, not within a public way, in an R0, R1, R2 

or OS district than the following: 

 

 

 


